
1l0 MANCHESTER MEDICO-ETHICAL ASSOCIATION.

stone was twenty-two grammes, (five drachms and a
half nearly.)
The after progress of this case was, that the canal

of the urethra could not be re-established, the patient
remaining with a large permanent perineal fistula.
Encyclogr. des Sciences Midicales, Aout, 1847.

EtUPTURE OF THE BLADDER FROM INJURY: RECOVERY.

The annexed case is reported by Mr. Svme, and is
considered also by the editor of the Monthly Journal as
unique, but erroneously so, as a still more extraordi-
nary case was recently narrated bv Mr. Chaldecott.
(See Provincial Journal, 1846, p. 333, and Half-yearly
Abstract, vol. 4, p. 64.) It is, however, perhaps the
second on record, and is, therefore, worthy of further
publicity.
On the evening of July 5th, Mr. Svme was requested

to visit a youth, who having attempted to leap over a
railing, had fallen forwards, and violently struck the
abdomen against a post. He immediately complainibd
of great pain, and the abdomen became distended. A
catheter introduced, allowed the passage of about four
ounces of bloody urine. There were all the signs of
ruptured bladder, with great collapse. Leeches and
fomentations were applied, and an opiate prescribed.
On the following day the abdominal pains and swelling
were increased, with dulness on percussion below the
umbilicus, and tympanites above. The next day the
abdomen was still further distended, and there was
(edema of the posterior parts, from the chest down to
the thighs. The catheter was introduced twice, and
drew off bloody urine. On the following day the
(edema had increased to a great extent, and the breathing
was much embarrassed. Below the umbilicus there
-was now obscure fluctuation, which induced Mr. Syme
to make an incision into the linea alba. After cuttfthg
through a thick mass of condensed tissue, a stream of
faid passed out, which was distinctly urinous, and
-considerable relief was experienced. On the next day
the pulse had fallen to 100. On the llth, some fever,
which abated by making a freer opening in the abdomen.
On the 26th a slough appeared at the orifice, which
being removed proved to be dead cellular tissue, coatedd
with deposit from the urine. Mr. Syme then passed
his fi"*r into the wound and felt a laceration in the
positio*t of the bladder, uncovered by peritoneum.
0n thA 6th of August the patient passed urine per
rias imturales, and in another fortnight was well.-
JMo*AJ Journal, Jan., 1848.
[Tis case, though remarkable, is less so than that

reported by M. Chaldecott, as in the latter the urine
was ¶vidently effused into the peritoneal cavity. In
both cases the patient was saved by the judicious
treatment adopted.]

ANIMAL LIGATURES.

Mr. Wragg states that he has been in the habit of
uing these ligatures for upwards of ten years. In the
course of this period he has tied the arteries of the
hand, fore-arm, leg, and thigh, and believes that the
not has always been removed by absorption. The

ligature uted has been th4 fibres of the sinew of the

deer, twisted to the requisite strength. The sinew is
first dried aud the fibres are then obtained by tearing
them out from the middle towards the extremities.
When used the ends are cut off close to the knot.-
Southern Journal ofMedicine, Sept., 1847.
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND
SURGICAL JOURNAL.

SIR,i
I beg to inform you, that at a meeting of the Com.

mittee of the Medico-Ethical Association, held on the
3rd instant, the following resolutions were unanimously
adopted, and which 1 shall be obliged by your insert-
ing in the next number of your Journal.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

RICHIARD ALLEN.
Oxford Road, Manchester,

February 7, 1848.

Resolved,-
"That since the course adopted by the Life Insurance

Companies, with regard to the payment offees for medical
certificates, varies in different offices, and since the pro-
'fession is greatly disatisfied at the difficulty of obtain.
ing remuneration wben acting as medical referees ot
applicants for insurance, the Committee are desirous that
.an effort be made to effect such a settlement of the ques.
tion, as shall be advantageous to all parties interested."

_Resolved,-
"That a sub-Committee, consisting of three members

and the Secretary, be appointed to frame plans calculated
to carry out the object of the first resolution, and also
to prepare a memorial, which shall embody their pro-
posals, and recommend them to the equitable considera-
tion of the Insurance Companies. That the report 'of
the sub-Committee be laid before the general Committee
as early as possible."
In accordance with the last resolution, the sub-Com.

mittee was appointed.

SANITARY STATE OF RURAL DISTRICTS.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND

SURGICAL JOURNAL.
SIR,

The sanitary movement which progresses so satisfac.
torily in our larger communities is unhappily too limited
in its projected application. The evils dependent upon
former inattention to sanitary measures are in cities and
large towns most marked, on account of the aggregation
there of the victims of over-crowding, filth, and inefficient
drainage and ventilation. But it is a fact, as yet, com.
paratively unknown or unheeded, that vilages also
experience an amount of depopulation which wholesome
legal enactments would tend greatly to diminish. It
is only on account of its widely spread diffusion thU
the extent of preventible deaths in rural districts has
not received the attention it requires at the hands of
sanitary reformers; for, were the isolated cases collected
into one whole, they would be found to present an
alaiming proportion to the general list ofmortality.


